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Election 1. The Standing Committee (Diocesan Executive Council) – 3 Clergy 
 

Clergy Nominees: 

 

The Reverend Gary Eichelberger 

 The Reverend Gary Eichelberger has served as Rector of Saint 

Andrew's Episcopal Church in Greenville since October 2016. Prior to 

accepting the call to Saint Andrew's, Father Gary’s first call as a priest 

was to Christ Church in Greenville, where he served as Associate Priest 

for Faith Development and Worship for two years. 

A native of Upstate South Carolina, Gary grew up on a horse farm in 

the small town of Ninety Six.  Gary received his undergraduate degree 

in political science and history at Furman University in 1994, and then 

went to Duke University, where he completed a joint degree in law and 

theology in 1999.  Gary later spent the 2013-2014 academic year in 

Sewanee School of Theology, where he completed a year of Anglican 

Studies in preparation for ordination. 

Before his ordination to the priesthood in 2015, Gary spent over a dozen years practicing law in South and 

North Carolina.  In the midst of his time as a lawyer, Gary was able to take two breaks from legal practice 

to engage in international mission work within the Anglican Communion.  Specifically, from 2000 to 2001, 

Gary served in the inaugural class of the Episcopal Church’s Adult Service Corps, serving as a lecturer at 

the Anglican seminary in Zimbabwe.  Later, in 2012, Gary and his family spent three months in Malawi, 

where his wife, Kacey, did maternal health work and Gary taught at the Anglican seminary for the Diocese 

of Lilongwe. 

In addition to his work at Christ Church and Saint Andrew’s, Gary has served on the Board of Examining 

Chaplains for the Diocese.  Recently, Gary has also helped facilitate the formation of the Textile Village 

Servant Corps, which plans to be the first Episcopal Service Corps community in the Diocese and will 

hopefully be located in the community around Saint Andrew’s. 
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No other nominations were received prior to the deadline. Nominations will be taken from the floor of 

Convention. If you plan to nominate yourself or someone else from the floor on Convention, please 

come prepared with 400 copies of your biography to be handed out at Convention. 

Clergy Nominee 1. _______________________         Clergy Nominee 2. _______________________ 

Clergy Nominee 3. _______________________   

 

Election 2. The Standing Committee (Diocesan Executive Council) – 3 Lay 

 
Lay Nominees: 
 

Ethan Cashwell 

 Ethan Cashwell originally hails from Gastonia, North Carolina. He was 

raised in an evangelical holiness church tradition, and found his way to 

the Episcopal Church through the ministry of a dear friend and 

professor at his alma mater, Southern Wesleyan University. During 

college, Ethan enjoyed performing in spring musical productions, 

leading student mission trips, and serving in student government, 

eventually being elected Student Body President and graduating with a 

degree in history. 

After college, he served a year of national service with AmeriCorps in 

Spartanburg, South Carolina, preparing taxes free-of-charge for 

individuals and families. After AmeriCorps, he worked for several years 

in alumni relations at Southern Wesleyan, planning major events and 

fundraising. Currently he is in his third year working for the Pickens 

County Library System in Liberty, South Carolina, where in addition to 

standard library work he leads programs like Roberts Rules Made 

Simple and the Liberty Ramblers Walking Club. Ethan was confirmed by Bishop Waldo at Saint Andrew's, 

Greenville, in 2015, and was married by Fr. Stephen Bolle at the same church in 2016. He currently serves 

in the altar party. 

When not occupied with work, Ethan enjoys spending time with friends, planning for future travels, 

following news and politics, and serving his community. He currently serves as the secretary for the board 

of regents for Leadership Pickens County, a leadership training program organized by the area chambers 

of commerce. He was also a member of the inaugural class of the Clyburn Fellowship, a political training 
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program organized by the South Carolina Democratic Party. He currently lives in Cateechee, South 

Carolina with his wife Chloe and their zero cats.  

Steve Johnson 

 I am a business adviser, executive coach and facilitator with 
a passion for making a difference in the professional success 
and personal lives of business and not-for-profit executives. 
 

I have lived in leadership roles my entire life. For the last 10 

years of my military career, after commanding a nuclear fast 

attack submarine, I trained and coached the commanding 

officers of all the Navy's nuclear ships, then successfully led 

large acquisition programs including the Navy's Virginia Class 

Submarine Combat System development and the Navy's 

successful Year 2000 remediation effort. During my military 

career and since retiring from the Navy 19 years ago, I have 

led businesses and programs with profit-and-loss 

responsibility for budgets ranging from $1M to $450M. I have 

served as a mentor and business advisor to the 

entrepreneurial development programs at UC San Diego and 

San Diego State University, and continue in that role at the Johnson School of Business at USC 

Upstate. I am a career student of leadership, management, selling and communication psychology 

and continue to teach and facilitate in those areas. I serve on the Parish Management Commission 

at the Episcopal Church of the Advent, Spartanburg, SC. In 2019, I was appointed to the Board of 

Trustees of Converse College. 

 

Since 2008 I have served the Upstate of South Carolina as a Vistage Chair, since 2014 as an EOS 

(Entrepreneurial Operating System) Implementer, and most recently as a Certified DISC trainer and 

behavioral consultant. 

 

My personal passion is making a difference in the lives of those around me through my coaching, 
facilitation, consulting, and training; and through my involvement in community initiatives that 

make the world a better place - one life and one business at a time. 
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Janet Rippy 

The Episcopal Church has been a key component of Janet's life. She 

was baptized, confirmed and married at St. John's Episcopal Church 

in Saginaw, Ml. At St. John's, she re established the EYC program, 

served on the Vestry, participated in Cursillo and was a member of 

the Choir. Upon moving to Raleigh, NC to obtain her M.S and Ph.D., 

Janet became a member of St. Michael's Episcopal Church. There, 

she was involved with the Choir and was married a second time. After 

completion of her graduate degrees, Janet moved to Bluffton, SC to 

care for her aging Mother in Hilton Head Island. During that time, 

she was a member of Church of the Cross in Bluffton. Janet and her 

husband have found a place to call "home" in Anderson, SC where 

they are members of Grace Episcopal Church. At Grace, Janet is 

involved with the Outreach Committee and the Choir. Additionally, 

Janet is nearing the completion of 5 years on the Grace Church 

Vestry. She served as Senior Warden for two of those years during which time she became 

intrigued with the “bigger” church and has developed a desire to serve on the Diocesan Executive 

Council. 

 

Election 3. General Convention Deputy – Clergy Order – 4 Clergy Deputies 

The Reverend Canon Alan Bentrup 

Alan Bentrup serves as Canon for Evangelism and Mission for the 

Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina, helping parishes discern 

how they can share the good news of Jesus and participate in God's 

mission. Previously Alan served as Associate Rector at St. Mary’s 

Episcopal Church outside of Houston, Texas. 

Alan currently holds several leadership positions across the 

Episcopal Church, including as Bishop Waldo’s designee for the 

Voorhees College Board of Trustees; a member of the Council of 

Advice for Episcopal Relief & Development; and on the planning 

and leadership teams for several Episcopal conferences and events. 

A graduate of Virginia Theological Seminary, Alan was the first 

student to earn the New Mission Practices concentration at VTS. 
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The Reverend Furman Buchanan 

The Rev. Furman L. Buchanan is the rector of St. Peter’s Episcopal 

Church in Greenville, S.C. He began serving St. Peter’s in 2010 as 

Priest-in-Charge, and was subsequently called by the vestry as the 

parish’s fourth rector. Prior to this call, Furman served as an associate 

priest at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields in Columbia.  

Beyond parochial ministry, Furman served on the Diocesan Executive 

Council and Standing Committee (2010-2013), and as the diocesan 

ecumenical officer and liaison to the LARCUM community of bishops 

from approximately 2008 until 2016. At the Diocesan Convention of 

2016 he was elected as chair of the deputation for the 2018 General 

Convention. Furman is also serving as chair of the Commission on the 

Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. 

Furman was ordained as a deacon in our diocese in 2006, and as a 

priest in 2007. He received his M.Div. from the School of Theology at 

the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee in 2006.  

Furman’s discernment about Holy Orders and seminary education followed a career in marketing, public 

relations, and government affairs at Fowler Communications, Inc. in Columbia, S.C. Furman completed his 

undergraduate studies at Wofford College in Spartanburg, receiving a B.A. in Philosophy in 1989.  

He is married to Kim Buchanan, and they are parents of three daughters: Katherine (25), Finley (22), and 

Lamar (19). 

The Reverend Marie Cope  

The Rev. Marie Cope is the Associate Priest at St. Peter's, 

Greenville.  After growing up in the Asheville area, she attended 

Furman University where she became involved in Upper South 

Carolina's Peer Ministry program and served on the Commission 

for Young Adult Ministries.  After graduation, she worked for a 

year in Greenville at the Mental Health Association as a Crisis 

Intervention Specialist on CrisisLine.  Sponsored by her home 

parish in Western North Carolina, Marie attended Virginia 

Theological Seminary where she grew to love hospital chaplaincy, 

focusing her pastoral care work in the Behavioral Health Unit and 

Emergency Department at INOVA Alexandria Hospital.  After 

graduating in 2002, she was ordained and served as the Assistant 

Rector in several parishes, on the Camp Henry Board, on the 
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Episcopal Nominating Committee, and was a Fresh Start facilitator.  Since 2004, Marie and her family have 

moved several times back and forth to Munich, Germany, where she began the first EfM program in 

continental Europe through EfM UK.  While Stateside in this diocese, Marie has worked at St. Matthew's, 

Spartanburg and St. Peter's, Greenville, and currently serves on the Ecclesiastical Disciplinary Board. In 

her spare time, she loves to travel, read, play with her neurotic puppy, and go on adventures with her 

husband and three amazing children. 

The Reverend Gary Eichelberger  

The Reverend Gary Eichelberger has served as Rector of Saint 

Andrew's Episcopal Church in Greenville since October 2016. Prior to 

accepting the call to Saint Andrew's, Father Gary’s first call as a priest 

was to Christ Church in Greenville, where he served as Associate Priest 

for Faith Development and Worship for two years. 

A native of Upstate South Carolina, Gary grew up on a horse farm in 

the small town of Ninety Six.  Gary received his undergraduate degree 

in political science and history at Furman University in 1994, and then 

went to Duke University, where he completed a joint degree in law 

and theology in 1999.  Gary later spent the 2013-2014 academic year 

in Sewanee School of Theology, where he completed a year of 

Anglican Studies in preparation for ordination. 

Before his ordination to the priesthood in 2015, Gary spent over a dozen years practicing law in South and 

North Carolina.  In the midst of his time as a lawyer, Gary was able to take two breaks from legal practice 

to engage in international mission work within the Anglican Communion.  Specifically, from 2000 to 2001, 

Gary served in the inaugural class of the Episcopal Church’s Adult Service Corps, serving as a lecturer at 

the Anglican seminary in Zimbabwe.  Later, in 2012, Gary and his family spent three months in Malawi, 

where his wife, Kacey, did maternal health work and Gary taught at the Anglican seminary for the Diocese 

of Lilongwe. 

In addition to his work at Christ Church and Saint Andrew’s, Gary has served on the Board of Examining 

Chaplains for the Diocese.  Recently, Gary has also helped facilitate the formation of the Textile Village 

Servant Corps, which plans to be the first Episcopal Service Corps community in the Diocese and will 

hopefully be located in the community around Saint Andrew’s. 
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Gary and his wife, Kacey, have three young children and live in the North Main neighborhood of 

downtown Greenville. 
 

The Reverend Mike Flanagan 

I was born in Charlotte, NC and raised in York, SC. I graduated from 

NC State with a BS in Industrial Engineering and worked as a 

technical sales representative for Square D Company for ten years. 

The first 6 years were in Milwaukee, WI and my last four years as a 

District Sales Manager in Fargo, ND. I attended Nashotah House 

seminary and was ordained to the transitional diaconate in 1991. 

My first call was as Curate at St. Michael and All Angels in Columbia, 

SC. In 1995 I was called as Rector of Holy Cross Episcopal Church in 

Simpsonville, SC (near Greenville) and I have been there to this day. 

During my time here in the diocese of Upper South Carolina, I have 

served on the Total Ministry Committee, the Standing Committee, 

the Commission on Ministry, Cursillo Council, Bishop's Advisory 

Committee on Ordinations, Commission on the Episcopal Church 

and the Diocesan Executive Council. I am currently the Dean of our 

Convocation and chair of the Commission on Convocations. 

In 2018 I served on the Committee on Governance and Structure. Our mandate was as follows: “Receives 

and proposes Resolutions that address the governance and structure of the Church including General 

Convention, Executive Council, and the Anglican Communion.” It is my hope that I will have the 

opportunity to serve on that committee once again in 2021. 
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The Reverend Jack Hardaway 

The Rev. Jack Hardaway has been the Rector at Grace Church 

Anderson since 2004 having previously served as Rector of St. 

Paul’s Fort Mill, and the Assistant at St. Peter’s Greenville.  He 

grew up at St. James Greenville, is a graduate of Furman 

University, and Virginia Theological Seminary. He is currently on 

his fourth term on the Diocesan Executive Council, has served as 

Dean of the Foothills Convocation, Deputy to General Convention, 

the Examining Chaplains, and on the Search Committee for the 

Eighth Bishop of Upper SC.  He enjoys being a Chaplain for summer 

sessions at Camp Gravatt, and being a Spiritual Director for 

Happening and Cursillo when invited to do so.  Jack is married to 

the Rev. Susan A. Louttit Hardaway, the Rector of St. George’s in 

Anderson.  They have three children who are out and about doing 

interesting things that they get to see from time to time. 

 

The Reverend Mia McDowell 

Mthr. Mia C. McDowell is the most recently Vicar at St. Luke’s 

Episcopal in Newberry, SC. She formerly served as Assistant Priest at 

St. Matthew’s and Church of the Epiphany in Spartanburg, SC. She was 

ordained to the diaconate on June 6, 2015 and to the priesthood on 

January, 14, 2016. Mother Mia fell in love with the Episcopal Church, 

on Maundy Thursday during Holy Week in 2002, at Grace Church 

Anderson, and was confirmed by Bishop Rogers Harris on October 19, 

2003. In 2005, she found her liturgical and spiritual home, and 

sponsoring parish during discernment, at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 

Church in Greenville, SC.  

She is in the final year of completing her terms of service the diocese 

as a member of the Board of Examining Chaplains; Ecclesiastical 

Disciplinary Board, and diocesan Chaplain for the Daughters of the 

King. She is a member of the Society of Catholic Priests and The Guild 

of All Souls.  

Mia is earned a Masters of Divinity from The School of Theology at The University of the South, Sewanee, 

graduating in May of 2015. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Music from Anderson College, now Anderson 

University, in Anderson SC. 
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"I am passionate about making our communion with Jesus Christ, through the Sacraments, especially Holy 

Eucharist, one that transforms us to be the light of Christ in the world. I take special interest in areas of 

Christian Spirituality, liturgy and music, and New Member and Inquirer ministries.”  I am passionate about 

maintaining the concept of via media in the Episcopal Church, believing we are held together by love, our 

common prayer, episcopal governance, and commitment to living promises made at our baptisms.  

Mia, is a native of Greenville, SC daughter to Linda and Johnny Lee, sister to Corky, and Aunt to Dravon 

and Carl.  She was married to the late Rev. James W. McDowell for eight years. 

She and her dog, Sonny, a terrier mix, live in St. Monica’s House, which serves as the Vicarage for St. 

Luke’s, in Newberry, SC. She is active with The Downtown Ministerial Association, and Coming Together 

for Newberry. Mia enjoys antiquing, dancing, longs walks, traveling and reading. 

Election 4. General Convention Deputy – Lay Order – 4 Lay Deputies 
 

Lay Nominees: 

 

Ms. Meredith Blocker 

Meredith Blocker is an active member of St. John’s Episcopal Church in 

Columbia, SC.  She was born and raised in the Episcopal Church.  She is the 

Bena Dial Chair for the ECW of the Upper Diocese and serves on the board 

for Camp Gravatt.  Meredith is a high school Spanish teacher in 

Blythewood.  In her free time, Meredith enjoys running, cooking, traveling, 

and Gamecock football.  

My service on the board for the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese 

of Upper South Carolina as the Bena Dial Scholarship Chair has been a great 

leadership experience for me.  I have held this position for the past 4 years 

and have learned a lot. I have learned so much about program and event 

planning, as well ask working with various personality types.  Serving as a 

board member teaches true team work.  One must be able to hear both 

sides of a debate and work to find a solution that is agreeable for everyone.  

As a younger member of the ECW board, I have been involved in many 

discussions related to generational differences.  I have learned that it is critical to effectively communicate 

with people in various ways, in order to honor and value our differences.   

As a high school teacher, I have several skills I believe will transfer well to being a good deputy to General 

Convention.  I am very organized and am a good note taker.  I am able to multitask and prioritize.  Having 
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attended Triennial as a delegate for the ECW and interacting with the delegation for General Convention 

in years past, I know the importance of active listening during the various meetings we will attend and 

being able to report back to the group.  Additionally, I have a very easy going personality which allows me 

to work well with all types of people. Being a teacher, I have a very high ability to make connections.  Part 

of my job requires me to create an environment where others feel heard, comfortable, and respected.  I 

place very high value on the relationships I form with others, and am excited to make connections with 

those serving with me at General Convention.   

There are a few definitions for vocation. A vocation can be a career one is well suited for or a call to the 

Christian life. As a member of The Episcopal Church, I believe my vocations overlap. In terms of the 

Diocesan vision of making, equipping, and sending mature disciples of Christ, I am able to answer the call 

to improve the world through education.  When we are in service to others, we are in service to God.  I 

have a passion for teaching our students and feel confident that through my example of Christ’s love, I 

am preparing my students to be positive, contributing members of society.  At the end of our church 

service I am reminded of my vocation when we say this line of the post communion prayer, “And now, 

Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 

Christ our Lord.”     

Ms. Angela Daniel 

Over the past year, I completed my 3-year role as President of 

Province IV of The Episcopal Church, an amazing experience that 

enabled me to network and develop relationships with leaders from 

not only the twenty dioceses in the nine southeastern states that 

comprise the province, but also those leaders from the other eight 

provinces of our Church. I served as vice-chair of The Episcopal 

Church Task Force to Study the Role of Provinces, leading to the 

development of resolutions presented at General Convention last 

July. 

At that same General Convention, my sixth as a lay deputy from DUSC, 

I was appointed co-chair of the Legislative Committee on World 

Mission, where I learned of the work of TED across the world from 

other deputies and representatives of many countries. I learned, sometimes painfully, of unspeakable 

horrors experienced by our own missionaries and survivors who testified before us: firsthand stories of 

starvation, human trafficking, religious persecution, violence. One of the results of the Committee’s 

work was to reconstitute a Standing Commission on World Mission for TED, and organizational 

structure that had been disbanded by a GC resolution passed in 2015. Service on this legislative 

committee made me, once again, give thanks and reach a deeper understanding of Christ’s command 

for us to “love our neighbors.” 
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Closer to home, I continue to serve as a member of the Commission on The Episcopal Church for the 

DUSC, a member of the Worship Committee in my home parish of St. John's, Columbia, as well as 

the coordinator of Lay Eucharistic Ministries at St. John's. Having completed my term as Chair of the 

Board of Trustees for Kanuga Conferences, Inc., my husband Jim and I serve on the Kanuga Board of 

Visitors. 

Ms. Whitney Evans 

Whitney Evans was baptized at St. Thaddeus, Aiken, and grew up a 

communicant of St. Christopher's, Spartanburg. While at Duke 

University, she transferred her letter to St. Philip's, Durham. She 

graduated from Duke in 2004 and moved to Columbia, where she was 

a member at Trinity Cathedral until joining St. Timothy's in 2018. She 

currently serves as the Immediate Past President of the Diocesan 

Episcopal Church Women, as Clerk to the Vestry of St. Timothy's, and 

as a member of the Steering Committee for the Diocesan Campaign for 

Mission. Whitney earns a living as the senior director of programs and 

events at the SC Chamber of Commerce and runs a side hustle teaching 

horseback riding lessons. Her other volunteer commitments include 

heading Alumni Interviewing for Duke University in the Midlands and 

membership in the Junior League of Columbia. Whitney is married to 

Austin Crisp; when they aren't fixing up their century-old home or cleaning up after their beagle, Ruckus, 

they love to travel.  

Dr. Norah Grimball 

Dr. Norah T. Grimball is a life-long Episcopalian and a member of 
Trinity Cathedral where she currently serves as Chair of the 
Eucharistic Ministers, Chair of the Finding God’s Path Ministry, and a 
recovery coach in the Family Recovery and Support Ministry. Previous 
Cathedral service includes Junior and Senior Wardens, Vestry, Finance 
Committee, Diocesan Convention Delegate, Eucharistic Visitor, 
Worship Leader, Pastoral Care Team Chair and Covenant Group 
leader. 
 
On the diocesan level, she serves as Secretary of DEC/Standing 
Committee, Chair of the Resolutions Committee, a member of the 
Commission on The Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion, 
and has served previously as a Deputy to General Conventions 2015 
and 2018, Chair of Commission on Ministry, Chair of the Bishop’s 
Interview and Discernment Committee, Co-chair of the Commission on 

Ministry of the Baptized, and Communications Chair of the Bishop Search Committee. She is also a 
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spiritual director. 
 
Dr. Grimball has worked primarily in the field of adult education, including several years as Director 
of Education and Training for the Computer Services Division at the University of South Carolina. For 
28 years she was employed by Teradata Corporation (formerly NCR) where she was a manager in the 
Training Division, responsible for development and delivery of training to a global audience as well 
as facilitation of cross- functional teams, workshops, meetings and conference calls. She is a graduate 
of the University of South Carolina (B.A.), Ohio State University (M.S.), and Graduate Theological 
Foundation (D. Min.). She holds a certificate in Spiritual Guidance from the Institute for Spirituality 
at Palmetto Health and has also completed Sewanee’s Education for Ministry program. 

 
 
Ms. Mary Anne Park 
 

 Mary Anne Park, RN, MSN, CCRC is Manager of the Clinical Trials Office 

for the Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University (formerly 

Georgia Regents University). She also serves as a Clinical Associate 

Professor in the Medical College of Georgia, Departments of Surgery 

and Neurology, and as a Clinical Instructor in the College of Nursing.  

She holds Bachelor’s (1974) and Master’s (1979) degrees in Nursing 

from the Medical College of Georgia School of Nursing, now known as 

Augusta University College of Nursing.  She has been a Certified Clinical 

Research Coordinator since 1998. 

Mary Anne is married to Ron Park, and they have one son, David Sinclair 

Park. Both are active members of Saint Bartholomew’s.  

Mary Anne is a life-long, active member of Saint Bartholomew’s 

Episcopal Church in North Augusta, where she has served on the vestry for 3 different 3-year terms and a 

portion of another term when someone resigned.  She has been at Saint Bart’s longer than any other 

member, having been there since Easter of 1952.  She has served as Junior and Senior Warden twice each 

in the past, is a past-president of the Daughters of the King on three occasions, and has Vice President 

several times.  She is an active Eucharistic Minister, Lay Reader, Lector, Worship Schedule Coordinator, 

Worship Committee Member, and Missions Committee Member.  She has coordinated the Giving Tree at 

Christmas for the over twenty-five years, has served as an usher, Altar Guild member, Stephen Ministry 

Leader, member of the Aids Care Team, Personnel Committee, Wednesday Night Ministry Committee, Lay 

Eucharistic Visitor, and is past Chairman of the Missions Committee and the Parish Life Committee.  She 

has served on search committees for both an assistant rector and youth minister.  Mrs. Park has served at 

Lay Warden of the Gravatt Convocation twice. Mrs. Park has been a delegate to Diocesan Convention on 
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fifteen occasions, and has served three times (2015, 2015, and 2018) as a deputy from the Diocese of 

Upper South Carolina to the General Convention of the Episcopal Church. At the 2015 and 2018 General 

Conventions, she served on the Committee on Courtesy and Resolutions.  

Mary Anne is committed to supporting Saint Bartholomew’s, the Diocese of Upper South Carolina, and 

The Episcopal Church in setting policy and ensuring continued excellence in our ministries.   

Mr. Tommy Lee Watson, Jr. 

Tommy Lee Watson, Jr., a native of South Carolina, is a relatively new 

member of the Episcopal Church. Prior to being confirmed into the 

Episcopal Church in December 2017, he served as Minister of Music in 

various African Methodist Episcopal (AME) and Baptist Churches in the 

greater Columbia, SC area for 30 years. Watson, a classically trained 

baritone, earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in music from Anderson 

University (SC), a Master of Music, and the Doctor of Musical Arts 

degrees in performance, from the University of South Carolina in 

Columbia. For the las 18 years, Dr. Watson, a tenured Associate Professor 

of Music (Voice) at Anderson University (SC), has taught myriad classes 

as it relates to singing and the science of singing, Aesthetics, Western, 

World, and Church Music Histories, among other classes. He is also the 

Founder and Director of Opera Workshop at the South Carolina School 

of the Arts at Anderson University (SC). Dr. Watson became a member of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

in Greenville, SC, after being introduced and submerged in the liturgical and musical traditions of the 

Episcopal Church. He is an active member at ST. Andrew’s where he sings in the choir, serves as a Cantor, 

is a Lay Eucharistic Minister, is the coordinator of the Men’s Ministry Morning Prayer group, a delegate to 

the Diocesan Convention, and gives his priest, Father Gary, voices lessons. Dr. Watson resides in 

Greenville, SC. 
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Election 5. Ecclesiastical Disciplinary Board – Clergy Order – One New Member 

Clergy Nominees: 

The Reverend Dan Wagner  

 The Reverend Daniel Andrew Wagner (Dan) has been serving as Vicar 
of St. Augustine of Canterbury, Aiken since March 1, 2017.  Ordained 
a Transitional Deacon in June 2014 and a Priest in January 2015, Dan 
served as the Clergy Associate and Canon Pastor at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Mobile, AL, from July 2014 until February 2017.  In Mobile, 
Dan’s areas of work included pastoral care and youth ministry.  Dan 
completed his Master of Divinity from the University of the South’s 
School of Theology (Sewanee) in 2014.   
 
Dan grew up in Newberry, where he was baptized and confirmed at 
St. Luke’s.  He completed his undergraduate degree from Newberry 
College in 1995 and then his Master of Public Administration from the 
College of Charleston in 1997.  For fourteen and a half years, Dan 
worked for the City of Charleston and the SC Appalachian Council of 
Governments in Greenville, SC before discerning a call to the 

priesthood.  His sending parish to seminary was Christ Church, Greenville.  
 
Along with his ministries at St. Augustine of Canterbury, currently, Dan serves as the Gravatt Convocation 
Dean, represents the convocation on Diocesan Executive Council, and is active with the Cursillo Ministry.  
Other areas of interest for Dan include worship, pastoral care, and our Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

 

Election 6. Ecclesiastical Disciplinary Board – Lay Order – One New Member 

Lay Nominees: 

No nominations were received prior to the deadline. Nominations will be taken from the floor of 

Convention. If you plan to nominate yourself or someone else from the floor on Convention, please 

come prepared with 400 copies of your biography to be handed out at Convention. 

Lay Nominee 1. _______________________         Lay Nominee 2. _______________________ 
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Election 7. Trustee of the University of the South – Lay Order – One New Lay 

Member 

Lay Nominees: 

Ms. Kirby Colson 

Kirby would like to represent the Diocese as a Trustee for Sewanee: 

The University of the South. She has previously represented the 

Diocese as Trustee and has served as a Sewanee Trustee for three 

terms representing the Diocese of Missouri. As a Trustee, she chaired 

the Orientation and Development Committee for new Trustees and 

served on the Agenda Planning and Church Development 

Committees. She also chaired a mentoring program which increased 

engagement and attendance at Sewanee Trustee meetings. Kirby has 

served on the Vestry and the Stewardship Committee of Holy Trinity 

Church, Clemson, where she is a Diocesan Representative, a member 

of the Support Ministry Team, a Lay Eucharistic Minister and a Lector. 

She also serves as a Worship Leader at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 

Pendleton, SC. She is a member of the Chapel Board at historic 

McKinney Chapel in Sunset, SC where she is the music director, directs an SATB choir and Holds Evening 

Prayer serves from the BCP. Kirby has attended the week-long Sewanee Church Music Conference for 

choir directors. 

If elected, Kirby will attend all trustee meetings and will work with the other Diocesan trustees to 

proselytize for Sewanee at Episcopal churches, high schools and preparatory schools throughout the 

Diocese. A daughter and son-in-law both graduated from Sewanee and were married there at All Saints’ 

Chapel, one of her grandsons is a current student and one of her granddaughters was baptized there at 

the Church of the Apostles. She has served as Vice President of the Women’s Board of Washington 

University in St. Louis, as a member of the Board of Regents of St. Louis University and on the Executive 

Board of the Junior League of Evanston – North Shore in Chicago, and is a member of the Ravinia Women’s 

Board of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. Kirby was an executive for several women’s clothing 

companies and has been a Nationally Certified Piano Teacher since 1976. She sings with the Greenville 

Chorale where she serves on their Board of Directors. She and her husband of 51 years, Oliver K. Colson, 

III, a retired attorney, have lived in Sunset, SC for over 10 years. They have three married daughters and 

eight grandchildren.  
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Ms. Molly Dougall 

Molly has been a member of St. David’s, Columbia, South 

Carolina for more than 25 years. A few of her service roles there 

have included: acolyte, lay reader, Sunday school teacher, and 

VBS volunteer. Molly was very active in various youth roles at St. 

David’s and in the diocese. She was an active member of EYC and 

a delegate to the Episcopal Youth Event. She also served as a 

Junior Counselor and Counselor at Camp Gravatt for many years. 

She developed a great passion for Gravatt Camp and Conference 

Center at an early age which led her to share those experiences 

as a counselor, Under the Tent committee chair, and continued 

supporter. At the Diocesan level, she currently serves on the 

Christian Formation Commission. Molly earned her 

undergraduate degree from Sewanee: The University of the 

South, majoring in chemistry which led her to earn her Doctor of 

Pharmacy from Presbyterian College in Clinton, SC. She further pursued a residency in rural healthcare 

with the Health Wagon in Wise, Virginia. She is passionate about education and indigent care. Molly is an 

active alumnae and loves the opportunity to introduce local high school students to Sewanee at local 

college fairs.  In her current term she has served on the orientation committee and the community 

relations committee.  She has enjoyed educating new trustees and working with the community on very 

delicate issues such as the placement of a new cell tower on campus.  If re-elected, Molly will continue to 

support the growth and development of her beloved University along with other trustees from our 

diocese and the 17th vice chancellor, who is to be elected soon. 

 

 

Confirmation 1. Still Hopes Episcopal Retirement Community Board 

Philip A. Johnston 

 

Philip A. Johnston is a Director with Unum Group, parent company for Colonial Life.  Mr. Johnston serves 

in the Information Technology function, leading their global integration practice.  He has been involved 

with various technology companies since 1984 including a Columbia-based technology start-up 

company.  He has a passion for education and served five years in a part-time adjunct faculty position for 

the University of South Carolina, Darla Moore School of Business teaching undergraduate technology 

coursework.  
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In the community, Mr. Johnston is a member of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Columbia and has served as 

Warden. He has an interest in outreach including volunteer support for the Homeless in Columbia and 

mission work to Haiti.  

 

 


