Guidelines Concerning Eucharistic Visitors 
In

The Diocese of Upper South Carolina

These are guidelines for selecting, equipping, and nurturing Eucharistic Visitors, lay persons who will leave the congregational Holy Eucharist and take the consecrated elements to hospitalized and homebound.  This ministry is authorized in Title III, Canon 4, Sec. 7.

The Book of Common Prayer affirms the place of the Holy Eucharist as “the principal act of Christian worship on the Lord’s day and other major Feasts,” and thus as the foundation of the corporate prayer of the Church.  As an act of the whole community of faith, the Eucharist is a summons to all the baptized to share in the table of the Lord.  This form for the distribution of Holy Communion by licensed lay persons is intended to foster a corporate sense of the Eucharist among those who, by reason of illness or infirmity, are unable to be present in their church’s assembly on Sunday or some other principal feast.

Licensing: 
Eucharistic Visitors will be licensed by the Bishop at the recommendation of the member of the clergy in charge of the congregation in which the Eucharistic Visitor is serving.  The license is granted according to Title III, Canon 4, Sec. 7, which specifies that Eucharistic Visitors

Sec. 1.

(a) A confirmed communicant in good standing or, in extraordinary circumstances, subject to guidelines established by the Bishop, a communicant in good standing, may be licensed by the Ecclesiastical Authority to serve as Pastoral Leader, Worship Leader, Preacher, Eucharistic Minister, Eucharistic Visitor or Catechist.   Requirements and guidelines for the selection, training, continuing education, and deployment of such persons and the duration of licenses shall be established by the Bishop in consultation with the Commission on Ministry.
(b) The Presiding Bishop or the Bishop Suffragan for the Armed Forces may authorize a member of the Armed Forces to exercise one or more of these ministries in the Armed Forces in accordance with the provisions of this Canon.  Requirements and guidelines for the selection, training, continuing education, and deployment of such persons shall be established by the Bishop granting the license.
Sec. 2.

(a)
The Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith may request the Ecclesiastical Authority with jurisdiction to license persons within that congregation or other community of faith to exercise such ministries.  The license shall be issued for a period of time to be determined under Canon III.4.1(a) and may be renewed.  The license may be revoked by the Ecclesiastical Authority upon request of or upon notice to the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith.

(b)
In renewing the license, the Ecclesiastical Authority shall consider the performance of the ministry by the person licensed, continuing education in the licensed area, and the endorsement of the Member of the Clergy or other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith in which the person is serving.

(c) A person licensed in any Diocese under the provisions of this Canon may serve in another congregation or other community of faith in the same or another Diocese only at the invitation of the Member of the clergy or other leader exercising oversight, and with the consent of the Ecclesiastical Authority in whose jurisdiction the service will occur.
Training: 
Significant training is required for licensing, including (at least) the following topics:

1) Theology of ministry, including lay ministry

2) History of Eucharistic Visitor, including their role in the early church.

3) The names and use of the Eucharistic vessels and other kit

4) How to lead the prescribed service

5) How to deal with exceptional circumstances, such as:  including visitors and family, what to do if the person cannot take bread or wine or both, how to handle interruptions, etc.

6) Accountability:  reporting back, returning the communion kit, reflecting on their experiences with others.

The training should include opportunities for role play.

Coordination:  

The Eucharistic Visitor’s function under the supervision of the Deacon, if there is one in the congregation, or of the member of the clergy responsible for the pastoral care of the congregation.

The people to whom Holy Communion is to be administered are to be notified in advance and the time of the appointment clearly set.



A coordinator may be appointed whose responsibilities include ensuring appropriate training, accountability, and care of the ministers.   
It is desirable that the Eucharistic Visitors meet together regularly for prayer, reading of Scripture, and reflection on their experiences of ministry.  This is an integral part of sustaining and strengthening the ministers and encouraging their ministry one to another.

Sending Out:
The persons to be taken communion will be prayed for specifically in the Prayers of the People at the service from which the Eucharistic Visitors are sent out.

The Eucharistic Visitors receive the elements as usual, with the rest of the congregation.  Before the prayer of thanksgiving, they will go to the altar, dressed in street clothes, and will be given prepared portable communion kits with these or similar words:  “Steve and Sue, in the name of Jesus Christ, go forth now bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.  We who are many are one body, for we share one bread, one cup.”  They will go directly to the place for communion, or will process out of the church with the Eucharistic procession and then will go directly to the place for communion.
Administering:  

Only the order of the rite entitled “Distribution of Holy Communion by Eucharistic Visitors” (copy attached) is to be used.  It is to be used only immediately after the principal Eucharist on Sunday or other principal celebrations.

The Eucharistic Visitors may be accompanied by other persons from the congregation.  It is desirable that other parishioners, relatives, and friends also be present to communicate with the person visited.  Those so ministered to should also be visited regularly by the clergy of the congregation.  In this way, those who are unable to participate regularly in the worship of the Eucharistic assembly may nevertheless experience their relation to the community and also join their personal faith and witness to that of their community.  It is appropriate that the person visited be invited to join in commenting on the scripture and in offering suitable prayers during the rite.  
The communion kit is to be returned to the parish by Monday evening, along with a report of where and to whom the communions were administered and any other comments that the Eucharistic Visitor deems appropriate.
